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November 5, 2009

REMINDER: KEEP TURNAROUNDS, TOWN
RIGHT-OF-WAY CLEAR

Please remove all objects and materials now in the road right-
of-way, especially plow and emergency turnaround areas.
Those left in the right-of-way could be damaged, could
damage town equipment and could mean that when the snow
flies, the road will not be plowed.

TOWN OF BERRY HOLIDAY HOURS

The Town Hall will be closed Thursday, November 26, and
Friday, November 27 for Thanksgiving.

BUDGET MEETING TURNOUT
DISAPPOINTING

Of some 860 or so eligible voters, a mere 15 residents
(including 4 Board members!) showed up October 26 to
approve the 2010 Town highway budget and the 2009 tax

levy.

PREPARE NOW TO RUN FOR TOWN OF
BERRY BOARD IN APRIL

Get involved in your local government. Learn about the
Town while helping Berry run efficiently. Two of the five
board seats (#3 and #4 currently held by Jim Laubmeier and
Sue Studz) are up for election next April.

The board meets monthly. Term runs two years, and
Board members are compensated. Questions about serving?
Ask Town Clerk Brenda Kahl or any Board member.

To run, get a registration packet from Brenda. Sign a
declaration of candidacy by the end of the year. Collect
signatures from at least 20 Town residents and submit them
by early January. The process is neither difficult nor time
consuming. —Sue Studz

Happy
Thanksgiving

wyrw . townofberry.org




SUMMARY OF OCTOBER 19,
2009 TOWN BOARD MINUTES

(This is a summary of the minutes not yet
approved by the Town Board.) Members
present: Anthony Varda, Jim Laubmeier,
Chris Upper, Sue Studz and Tim Henneman
Public Comments

Dave Ohnstad had questions and comments
about the contract with Accurate Appraisals.
Driveways

Thomas & Sharon Linley, 8131 W Hill
Point Road, final driveway was approved.
Vote 5-0

Dane County zoning ordinance
amendment #10089, William Wille, was
approved. Vote 5-0

Town of Berry Policy 106.2 Regarding
Revaluations was approved down to point
four of “What the town will require the
assessor to do” and the board approved
contacting Accurate Appraisal to ask
whether they will comply with it as part of
the contract. Vote 5-0

Accurate Appraisals 2010 Agreement for
Maintenance was postponed until
November.

Village of Cross Plains maps

The board approved that the Chair send the
drafted letter to the Village of Cross Plains
with a copy to the Town of Cross Plains.
Vote 5-0

Cemetery Ordinance 208.1 was approved
with revisions. Vote 5-0

Nuisance Ordinance was postponed. Vote
5-0

Dark Sky Ordinance was postponed. Vote
4-1 In favor: Studz, Upper, Varda and
Laubmeier Opposed: Henneman
Driveway, Field Road and Right-of-way
Ordinance 301.1 was revised to add “K.
Water Discharge. No driveway shall cause a
substantial increase in the volume or rate of
water discharged to adjacent properties or
road right-of-way unless the owner of the
affected property has granted an easement”.
Vote 5-0

Funds for printing trail maps/GNC

The board approved purchasing two signs
and $100 worth of brochures. Vote 5-0

Committee Reports

*Communications Committee: In the
process of creating a resource page for new
residents on the website and still looking at
options for finding a new website host.
Mibs Ewald requested that an article be
placed in the newsletter regarding assistance
with cleaning up the cemetery on the
Fassbender property.

*Parks Committee: The Dane County
Environmental Council, who gave the Town
a grant for digging of the scrape, reviewed
the park with positive comments.
*Madison Area Transportation Planning
Board and Regional Transit Authority
Meeting: Objective was to inform possible
options for an RTA once formed.

Future Agenda Items

*Modify newsletter policy to include ads
restricted to Berry businesses and use the
proceeds to fund the park shelter
*Discussion of promoting and diversifying
agricultural businesses in Berry

Adjourn: 10:03 pm

- Brenda Kahl

SUMMARY OF OCTOBER 26,
2009 PUBLIC BUDGET
HEARING AND MEETING OF

THE ELECTORS

To approve the total highway expenditures
for 2010 pursuant to Section 82.03 of
Wisconsin Statutes.

Motion Bob Clason/Chris Upper that the Town
of Berry spending limit for 2010 for highways
be set at the sum of $376,951 plus the 2009
Town highway spending limit less the actual
expenditures for roads in 2009 and plus any
emergency funding or grant funding for
highways that the Town receives in 2010.
Vote 15-0.

To adopt the 2009 town tax levy to be paid in
2010 pursuant to Section 60.10(1)(a) of
Wisconsin Statutes

Motion Chris Upper/Wayne Baetsen to
adopt the 2009 local levy at $386,909 and to
adopt the Fire and EMS budgets to make a
total local levy of $487,859. Vote 15-0

— Brenda Kahl



SUMMARY OF NOVEMBER 2,
2009 PLAN COMMISSION
MINUTES

(This is a summary of the minutes not yet
approve by the Commission.) Members
present: Anthony Varda, Jim Laubmeier,
Carl Evert and Alex Gemrich. Steve Richter
was absent.

Field Road

Fran Tourdot’s, 5535 Otto Kerl Road, final
field road was approved. Vote 4-0

Draft Comprehensive Plan. Suggested
amendments by Dane County were
incorporated along with other suggestions
by the Plan Commission

Adjourn: 9:00 pm

- Brenda Kahl

GOOD NEIGHBORS TAKE BUS
TOUR OF HIGHWAY 14

CORRIDOR

On October the 17™ The Good Neighbor
Committee and other interested area
residents embarked on a tour to study the
highway corridor. The points of interest
ranged from historical and environmental
sites, park and ride locations, and
constricting traffic locations from Middleton
to Mazomanie. This first hand look brought
to light many of the changes facing the
corridor and a lot of the effects they will
bring.

The Black Earth Creek Watershed is
hugely affected by developments and road
changes. This then plays along into farmland
use and conservation.

The historical sites along the corridor
are also protected by their associated
legislations and need to be preserved.

With the planned developments in many
of the communities in the corridor, and the
existing environmental and historical sites,
we are getting information needed to
understand what will be needed for future
traffic patterns. Hopefully the
improvements will not be too far off.

-Tim Henneman

GOOD NEIGHBORS CONTINUE
TO TALK TRAILS

The Trails subcommittee and the Good
Neighbors Committee both had meetings
October 21 in the Town of Black Earth Hall.
Attendance was low.

The Trails subcommittee was not yet
able to reveal their maps for showing where
they think the multi purpose trail could go.
Nor were they able to offer any kind of price
tag for the project. The subcommittee is
planning to post their maps for comments
prior to its next meeting. Currently only two
Subcommittee members and one engineer
(hired to work with the committee on
obtaining grants and coordinating planning)
seem to be engaged in the effort.

All members seem to agree that for
safety sake, it would be nice to get the
bicycles off the narrow country roads. The
snowmobilers would like to get connecting
trails between their existing trails. The ATV
riders are overdue for their sport. Others ask
what kind of a benefit is it to all the
municipalities involved? For example, the
Town of Berry has one tavern/restaurant on
a snowmobile route.

The question was brought up that even if
all the trails were paid for by grant dollars,
would the communities still want them
built? The reply was that nothing is free and
the cost of upkeep may be more that we can
handle.

The Good Neighbors committee
discussed the trails situation and the
direction in which it is proceeding. The bus
tour was debriefed with further ideas
brought to public.

More discussion was held on the
WISDot study of Highway 14. The results
are in and it seems that it will take a whole
meeting to go over and highlight what this
means to the corridor.

The next meeting will be in the Village of
Cross Plains. The exact location is to be
announced. The date is November 18" 2009.

Now is the time if you are interested in
either of these topics to come and voice your
opinion. —Tim Henneman



RENT THE TOWN HALL FOR
HOLIDAY & OTHER EVENTS

Are you looking for a place to hold the annual
family Christmas gathering, a surprise birthday
party, or a high school graduation celebration?
Then consider the Town of Berry town hall.

The Town hall is available to Town residents
from 7:30 am to 11:00 pm any day of the week,
except for periods when in use for Town business.
The hall may be reserved in advance for a one-
time or a recurring event expecting 50 persons by
contacting the Town Clerk. If the event is
expecting more than 50 people, then Town Chair
approval shall be obtained prior to securing the
date. The user is expected to collect and remove
all trash and leave the hall in the same condition as
prior to the event. Kegs are not allowed, beer and
wine only. Smoking in or near the hall is also
prohibited. Users must sign a Use Agreement
prior to the event.

If the event is during business hours and the
kitchen is not used the charge is $20 and with
kitchen use $50. If the event is outside of business
hours with no kitchen use the charge is $50 and
with kitchen use $80.

A refundable deposit is required. This deposit
is used for clean-up, repairs or replacement of
items, if needed. A deposit of $50 is required for
events during business hours with the use of the
kitchen. For events outside of business hours with
no kitchen use the deposit is $50 and with kitchen
use $250.

If you are interested in using the Town Hall
for an event, contact the Town Office at 767-4152.
- Brenda Kahl

DID YOU KNOW?

Created in 1836 as a territorial county, Dane
County is named after Nathan Dane of
Massachusetts, a delegate to the First Continental
Congress who helped make Wisconsin the last
state carved out of the Northwest Territories.

Land Area; 1,201.89 sq miles

Water Area; 36.42 sq miles

Elevation; 863 ft at Madison

Number of Lakes: 36

Area in Lakes: 21,520 acres (33.63 sq miles)

—Dane County website

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO
HELP UNEARTH HISTORIC
CEMETERY

Mibs Ewald is asking for volunteers to help
cut brush, trees, and do general clearing of
“Pioneer” cemetery on the Fassbender farm
(just East of the Town Hall) and to discuss
how to maintain this historic site. The
cemetery, which has no public access, is
thought to have 30 very old graves, 15 of
which were rediscovered when volunteers
helped clean up the site some 20 or more
years ago. If interested, call or email Town
Clerk, Brenda Kahl. A project planning
meeting will be set in November. —Sue Studz

HUNTING SEASON DATES

Hunters are in the woods. The Town of Berry is in
the CWD Disease Eradication Zone for the 2009
hunting season. The hunting season in Berry this
year extends until January 4, 2010 with these deer-
hunting season dates:
Nov 21 Traditional gun deer season open.
Nov 29 Traditional gun deer season closes.
Nov 30 Muzzleloader season opens.
December 9  Muzzleloader season closes.
December 10 Late gun deer season open.
December 13 Late gun deer season closes.
December 24 Holiday firearm season opens.
January 3 Holiday firearm season closes.
January 3 Archery season closes.

These dates are advisory only; check with the
State DNR for any changes.

WHAT IS A TRILLILON?

Here’s a handy rule-of-thumb to help visualize
what $1 trillion will buy in today’s economy: it’s
nearly twice as much as the 2009 full market value
of all taxable property in Wisconsin. To be
precise, the full market value of all residential,
commercial, manufacturing, agricultural and other
taxable property in all 1,855 Wisconsin towns,
villages and cities was $0.512 trillion ($512
billion) on January 1, 2009.

— Wisconsin Towns Association Newsletter



YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR
STATEWIDE ENERGY ASSISTANCE

With fall in the air and winter close on its heels, it
might be time to start thinking about the what its
going to cost to heat your home this year.
Fortunately, due to legislation passed this spring
more families in Wisconsin will qualify for the
Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program
(WHEAP). Families whose total income is at or
below 60% of the state medium income, or are
making approximately $45,000 for a family of four
may qualify for energy assistance dollars. You can
apply for energy assistance now. To find the nearest
energy assistance county agency, please call 866-
432-8947. Applicants must bring the following
with them to the energy assistance county office:
proof of income for all household members 18 or
older for the last three months, social security card
for all household members, and a current energy
bill. Visit the WHEAP website for more

information: http://www.homeenergyplus.wi.gov/
—submitted by Karen Upper

“"CONNECTING THE THREADS” A
CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN IN
FARMING TO BE HELD IN
WISCONSIN RAPIDS -

The second annual Connecting the Threads women
in farming conference will be held in Wisconsin
Rapids November 13th through the 14th. This
year’s conference will feature sessions that will
focus on, risk management, record keeping,
succession, and dealing with the bank. In addition
the conference will also feature sessions on family
issues, such as domestic violence, communication
and health care options. The cost of the conference
is $47 for the two days and this cost does include
meals and materials. For more information and
registration visit www.datcp.state.wi.us under the
“online services” banner. Online registration is
available.—submitted by Karen Upper

GO GREEN (AND BLUE AND RED)

— GET BERRY NEWS ONLINE!

Save paper, postage, and get the newsletter in color
complete with hyperlinks. To sign up to get your
newsletter via email, contact Brenda Kabhl,
twnberry@chorus.net.

DANE COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL

COUNCIL VISITS TOWN PARK

Friday, October 9, members of the Dane County
Environmental Council visited Berry’s Kahl
Halfway Prairie Park and saw the fruits of the
$2,959 grant they had provided.

Praising the wetland pond funded by the grant,
they also complimented the Town on its healthy
prairie restoration, commenting that they were
surprised that many of the species had been so well
established in only three years.

Council members suggested adding informative
signing and offered ideas on ways to involve youth
groups.

Looking across Halfway Prairie Creek and
noticing crops planted close to the creek, Council
members urged we convey the importance of
planting prairie buffers along creeks to filter farm
residue and chemicals heading toward the waters.

— Sue Studz

CORRECTIONS

Last month, when reporting the status of the efforts
to get high speed internet for all of Berry, we
implied that TDS could block other high-speed
internet servers from coming into Berry. That is not
accurate.

TDS is an ILEC — Incumbent Local Exchange
Carrier — registered to provide phone service to our
residences. An ILEC like TDS by law must provide
access and co-location services to a CLEC, a
Competitive Local Exchange Carrier.

Broadband is available now in Berry in several
forms and varying costs:

o Satellite - $60 - $200 / month offering 700Kb —
2Mb downloads and 200k -500k uploads
o Leased lines such asa T1. $750 / month
offering 1.54Mb downloads and uploads
e 3G cellular in some areas but not many.
$70/month with 700k download and 100k upload
We mentioned Sauk County is contracting with a
private firm to use 911 lines for high-speed service.
More specifically, the firm is looking at providing
wireless telephone and/or wireless Internet service
by sharing towers with the county 911 system and
other cell phone companies, sending data over the
county fiber optic cables and cables owned by
Merrimac-based Merr.com.
— Sue Studz



TIPS FROM THE WISCONSIN
GARDENING CALENDAR

NOVEMBER, 2009

FIRST WEEK

The most important lawn fertilizer application of
the year is the one in late October/early November.
Apply 1/2 to 1 Ib. of nitrogen per thousand square
feet. Select a product that has more slow-release
nitrogen than fast release nitrogen.

Fertilize trees and shrubs that showed signs of
stress this year such as early fall color or smaller,
paler or fewer leaves. Using a fertilizer with 12 - 20
percent nitrogen, deciduous trees need 1 - 2 Ibs. per
100 sq. ft. of area over the root zone. Evergreen
trees only need one pound. Give shrubs growing
alone 4 oz. per foot of height or spread, whichever
is greater. Shrubs grouped in beds need 2 Ibs. per
100 sq. ft. of bed area.

Cole crops like Brussels sprouts, cabbage,
broccoli and kale are made sweeter by frost so
harvest them as long as possible.

Spring flowering bulbs can still be planted as
long as the ground is not frozen.

Pot up some spring flowering bulbs for indoor
forcing. Crocus and hyacinth bulbs stored for 8
weeks in the back of your refrigerator will produce
blooms three weeks after they are brought into a
warmer room. Narcissus (daffodils) and tulips
require 12 - 14 weeks of cold treatment and should
be potted up before chilling.

Check houseplants for insects that may have
come indoors as you brought the plants inside.

Outdoor planters, hanging baskets, and
window boxes should be emptied and washed
thoroughly with soap and a mild bleach solution
before storing for next year. Store plastic, clay and
concrete containers where they will not get wet or
freeze.

SECOND WEEK

Lawns left too tall over the winter encourage
disease problems like snow mold and tunneling of
meadow mice. Mow one final time at 2 - 2 1/2”.

Prune everbearing raspberries if you did not
do so after this fall's harvest. If you cut or mow all
canes to the ground now there will be no spring
harvest but a much larger fall harvest next year. It
also reduces insect and disease problems.

Water all needle and broadleaf evergreens
one last time before the ground freezes since winter
wind and sun will continue to demand water from
these plants through their leaves all winter. Excess
water loss can lead to "winter burn" or death.

Amaryllis bulbs that have rested for at least 10
weeks can be repotted, watered and brought into a
bright room to produce flowers for the holidays.
THIRD WEEK
Wrap the trunks of young and tender trees to
prevent sunscald. Paper tree wrap can prevent the
rapid temperature changes in the bark that cause
frost cracking and sunscald. They do not provide
protection from the chewing of mice, voles, rabbits
and other pests. For this use plastic or wire applied
at least 1 - 2 feet higher up the trunk than the
expected snow level. Clear away weeds, tall grass
and leaves from the trunk area to reduce nesting
sites for these pests, too.

Stop fertilizing indoor plants now since they
will use less water and nutrients due to the lower
light levels.

Keep flowering cactuses well watered and out
of drafts. Avoid moving them while in flower since
this may cause them to drop buds.

Cut down and discard asparagus stems and
leaves as soon as they have yellowed completely.
Removing these from the garden reduces disease
and insect problems next year.

FOURTH WEEK

Mulch layers can be applied to perennial vegetables
and flowers as soon as the top 1 - 2 inches of the
ground are frozen. This includes leeks, carrots and
potatoes. Roses, chrysanthemums and other tender
perennials, too. Apply at least 2 - 4 inches of mulch
to help moderate temperature fluctuations that can
heave plant crowns out of the ground as it freezes
and thaws during late winter and early spring.

Tender hybrid roses can be caged in chicken
wire and mounded with soil now. Allow soil to
freeze then stuff the cages with dry fallen leaves.
Stems do not need to be cut back until next spring.

Root crops are insulated from frost by the
ground so they can be left in the garden and dug as
needed. A thick layer of mulch will prolong the
harvest. You may even find yourself shoveling off
the snow to gather a few last carrots, potatoes, leeks,
Brussels spouts and parsnips.

Delay all unnecessary pruning until late
winter or early spring just before budbreak since
wounds will heal most quickly when the tree or
shrub is growing most vigorously. Elms, maples,
birches and black walnut can be pruned after the sap
has stopped "rising". Sap running from wounds does
not harm the tree.—-www.wisconline.com



Town of Berry Board Meeting
November 16, 2009, 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall, 9046 Hwy. 19, Mazomanie, WI 53560
Draft Agenda

1. Call to order
2. Approve minutes of October 5 & 19, 2009
3. Public Comments: You may address the Board on any item not on the agenda. A discussion item may be
placed on a future agenda. Public comment may be heard on any agenda item marked with an asterisk (*) or at
the discretion of the Town Chair.
4. Approve/disapprove/action

A. *(2009-4) Fran Tourdot, 5535 Otto Kerl Road, final field road approval PC vote 4-0
5. Discuss/action on Town Policy 106.2 Regarding Revaluations, with respect to assessor and town actions on

assessment
Discuss/action on Accurate Appraisals 2010 Agreement for Maintenance
*Discuss/action on draft Dark Sky Ordinance
*Discuss/action on draft Nuisance Ordinance
Discuss/action on modifying Newsletter Guidelines & Procedures Policy 107.1 to include ads restricted to
Berry businesses and use proceeds to fund the park shelter
10. Discuss/action on Ordinance Amendment #21, 2009-2010 amending chpt. 10 of the Dane Co. code of ord.,
regarding residences in the exclusive agriculture district
11. Discussion of promoting and diversifying agricultural businesses in Berry
12. *Discuss/action on draft updated Comprehensive Plan
13. Discussion/action re: damage to roads, manure on roads, and enforcement activity
14. Discuss/action on adopting Resolution 2009-4, Adopt the Town of Berry annex to the Dane County
Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan

15. Adopt the 2010 budget
16. Budgetary Matters

A. Payment of bills
17. Committee reports/Correspondence/Communications

A. Fire Districts

B. EMS Districts

C. Other
18. Discussion of future agenda items
19. Adjourn
Persons requiring additional services to participate in a public meeting should contact the Town Clerk at the
Town Hall, 9046 Hwy 19, Mazomanie, WI 53560. 767-4152 twnberry@chorus.net
As of November 12, 2009 the final agenda will be posted on the website and the town’s three posting locations.
The board attempts to finalize the agenda prior to the distribution of the newsletter
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GARBAGE PICKUP SCHEDULE BERRY BREAKFAST GROUP

Monday, Nov 9- Garbage Only MEETS SATURDAY, NOV. 14

ﬁgﬁgg’ Egz ég: g:;gzgz ?)nrﬁ;{ecyclables Come to the monthly Dutch treat breakfast

Monday, Nov 30- Garbage and Recyclables Saturday, Novemt?er 14,9 am., at

Monday, Dec 7 - Garbage Only Luckenboot.h Café, Blaf:lf Earth. No agenda,

Mon day, Dec 14 - Garbage and Recyclables no expectations, no politics, no work. Just a
’ chance for new residents and long timers to

xgﬁgzy’ BZE gé__ C(}}a i?aaieagglﬁec clables meet and connect with each other. Look for
b £ Y a table of people on the left side of the café.




CALENDAR

All meetings are at the Town Hall, 9046 Hwy 19, Mazomanie, unless otherwise noted.

November 2009

Monday, Nov 2, 6:00 pm
Monday, Nov 2, 7:30 pm
Thursday, Nov 5, 7:30 pm
Monday, Nov 9, 7:00 pm
Monday, Nov 9, 7:00 pm
Monday, Nov 9, 7:30 pm
Monday, Nov 9, 7:00 pm
Thursday, Nov 12, 7:00 pm
Monday, Nov 16, 7:30 pm
Wednesday, Nov 18, 7:30 pm
Saturday, Nov 21, 7:30 am
Monday, Nov 23, 6:00 pm
Monday, Nov 23, 7:30 pm

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Cent
Plan Commission Meeting

District 1 EMS, Council Meeting, Mazomanie Public Safety Building

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Cent
District 1 EMS, Membership Meeting, Black Earth Fire Station

Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium
Historic Building Committee Meeting

Communications Committee Meeting

Town Board Meeting

Good Neighbor Meeting (location TBD)

Plan Commission Site Visits, on location

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Cent
Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium

December 2009

Monday, Dec 7, 7:00 pm
Monday, Dec 7, 7:30 pm
Monday, Dec 14, 7:00 pm
Monday, Dec 14, 7:00 pm
Monday, Dec 14, 7:30 pm
Wednesday, Dec 16, 7:30 pm
Monday, Dec 21, 7:30 pm
Saturday, Dec 26, 7:30 am
Monday, Dec 28, 7:30 pm

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Cent
Plan Commission Meeting

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Cent
District 1 EMS, Membership Meeting, Mazomanie Public Safety Building

Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium
Good Neighbor Meeting

Town Board Meeting

Plan Commission Site Visits, on location

Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium

This calendar is advisory only. Consult the News Sickle Arrow or the 3 legal posting locations for legal notices.
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