
                

 
 

January 10, 2008 
 

TOWN BOARD 
Chair 

   Anthony Varda , 798-9999 
Supervisors 

   Tim Henneman, Sr., 798-4690 
   Chris Upper, 798-2286 
   Judy Laubmeier, 798-1235 
   Sue Studz, 798-4410  
 
TOWN OFFICE 
   Brenda Kahl, Clerk/Treasurer 
   9046 State Road 19 
   Mazomanie, WI 53560 
   767-4152 
   Fax: 767-3015 
   Hours: 7:30 – 4:30, except 
               Wednesday 7:30 – 11:00 
   Email: twnberry@chorus.net  
   Web: www.townofberry.org 
 
TOWN GARAGE 
   Orlin Danz, Patrolman 
   767-3308 
   Hours: 7:00 – 3:30 
 
FIRE WARDENS 
   Brenda Kahl 
   9046 State Road 19 
   767-4152, during office hours 
 

   Mike Diebold 
   4972 Brewery Road 
   798-3000 
 
BUILDING INSPECTOR 
   Dean Eppler 
   Independent Inspections, Ltd. 
   (800) 422-5220 
   Town Hall Hours: Fridays, 10:30-11:30 
 
DANE COUNTY SHERIFF 
   255-2345, Non Emergency  
 
LEGAL NOTICE POSTING 

LOCATIONS 
   Festge Park, DH Repair, Town Hall 

SNOW EMERGENCY!!  
Berry needs your help! While it sounds like last year’s news, this 
is, after all Wisconsin, and more of the fluffy (often icy stuff) 
could be headed our way sooner than you hope. Please heed the 
following reminders:   
1. Do not plow or shovel snow into the road or the 

immediate right-of-way. Snow plowed onto the Town Road 
often turns into ice chunks, which can lead to equipment 
damage (resulting in down time, delays, increased taxes and a 
very frosty plowman).  

2. Please direct those you hire to not plow or shovel snow 

into or across the roadway.  While you may know the 
guidelines, the people you contract to do your driveway 
plowing may not. Inform them! 

3. Turnarounds must be kept clear 24/7. Emergencies happen. 
For your safety as well as the safety of responders, prioritize 
clearing your turnaround.  

– Sue Studz 
 
BACK-UP PLOWING HELP IS WANTED AND 
NEEDED NOW!  
December’s near-record snows highlighted the need for the Town 
to hire snowplowing relief drivers to allow Odie to catch some 
sleep between plow runs.  

Berry is looking to hire part time help to plow snow.  If you 
have a CDL license, are familiar with Berry and know Berry’s 
roads, please consider applying for this part-time position.  You 
will be trained. You will need to meet the usual requirements of a 
Town employee including passing a drug test.   

If you are willing, qualified and available, please call Town 
Clerk/Treasurer, Brenda Kahl for information and to apply.  
– Sue Studz 
 
THANKS, ODIE, THANKS, AL! 
Once again, Orlin Danz (Odie) and his assistant. Al Griffiths, did 
a great job of keeping roads open during the last series of 
challenging snows.  Odie even slept in the garage to be sure he 
would be able to make it to his plow! 
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CHRISTMAS DAY FIRE 
CLAIMS BERRY RESIDENCE  
Sirens sounded before 4am as Town of Berry 
resident Lisa Brandt's Gorst Road house tragically 
burned on Christmas Day morning.   

When she awoke around 3:30am, she saw a 
"wall on fire."  Lisa was able to escape safely with 
her dog Cashew and car and go to a neighbor's 
house to call 911.  Sadly, her other dog, Coco, 
perished in the fire. 

Volunteer firefighters from Black Earth, Cross 
Plains, and Sauk City fire departments responded 
to the call.  The raging fire took about four hours to 
extinguish. 

Although her garage was mostly undamaged, 
the entire house and its contents have been 
declared a total loss.  Fire officials believe the 
blaze was related to the fireplace or chimney. 

After the fire, Lisa initially stayed with her 
mother in Prairie du Sac. Currently she is looking 
for an apartment or house to rent.  Lisa lived in her 
Gorst Road house for 23 years, and loves the 
location.  Her house was covered by insurance, but 
she is unsure yet if she will rebuild there.   

Anyone interested in donating items to Lisa 
Brandt should contact her directly at 608-235-6682 
or come to the special Berry CHICKS breakfast at 
Sue Studz’s home Saturday, January 12 (call 798-
4410 for info).  Send monetary donations to either 
of two credit unions where special accounts have 
been set up: 
Great Wisconsin Credit Union 

401 S. Yellowstone, Dr. 
Madison, WI 53705 
(Make check to "Lisa Brandt House Fire 
Account.") 

Heritage Credit Union 

827 Phillips Blvd 
Sauk City, WI 53583 
(Make check to “Lisa Brandt Fund.”) 

-Christine Molling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This following is an update of a Town of Berry locally 
owned and operated business that was highlighted in a 
previous newsletter. 
 

BERRY’S WHIPPOORWILL BAR & 
RESTAURANT UNDER NEW 
OWNERSHIP 

 

Let’s say that you’ve just finished exercising at Indian 
Lake Park, and you sense the need to stop somewhere 
for a little sustenance.  Well you’re in luck, because 
even though there’s been a big change at 
Whippoorwill Bar & Restaurant on Hwy. 19, there’s 
no change in your ability to get great food in a friendly 
atmosphere. 

Well, what’s changed then?  There’s new 
ownership.  Larry and Sherry Starczynski and their 
son, Cody, bought the Whippoorwill from David and 
Darlene Hacker.  The Starczynskis aren’t strangers to 
operating a restaurant; they operated the Country Inn 
in Verona for 15 years. 

Larry said that when you visit, you’ll find an 
expanded menu; local beer on tap, such as New 
Glarus’ Spotted Cow; and the banquet center available 
year around for special events. 

The Whippoorwill is easy to find since it’s just 
one mile west of Hwy. 12. It’s open Tuesday through 
Sunday from 10 a.m. till close.   

Welcome to our new Town of Berry neighbors, 
Larry, Sherry, and Cody. 
–David and Char Ohnstad 
 

 

 

 

 
 

FREE CHILI AND JAM TO HIGHLIGHT 4TH “CHILI DAY IN BERRY” 

Mark your calendar!  Saturday, February 16, 12:30, the 4th Annual Chili Fest.   
This year, thanks to Berry Supervisor, Judy Laubmeier, the event will not only include free food 

prepared by local residents, but also a Bluegrass jam session.  Judy is part of an informal group that also 
includes Berry resident, Mo Hirsch.  They have had gigs at renowned venues such as R&J’s Saloon in 
Mazomanie.  

Look for details in the February newsletter.  To help with the event by bringing a crockpot of chili, 
or a salad or dessert, or by being part of the crew, contact Town Clerk/Treasurer Brenda Kahl or email or 
call Sue Studz, 798-4410 or cinemon@chorus.net. 
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SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
INCIDENT REPORT 
Deputy Josalyn Longly reported the following calls 
for September – November, 2007. 
Accident – Injury (2) Accident - No injury (1) 
Accident – Deer (5) Annoying Phone (1) 
Civil Dispute (1) Damage to Property (2) 
EMS Assist (1)  Fire Investigation (1) 
Found Property (1) Weapon Discharge (1) 
- Brenda Kahl 
 
BOARD GIVES GO-AHEAD TO 
PARK POND CONSTRUCTION  
Wisconsin Waterfowl Association will lead 
Berry’s pond construction project per a December 
3rd decision of the Berry Board. The Wisconsin 
Waterfowl Association is a private non-profit 
group that raises their operation funds from 32 
fundraising events held annually around the state 
and raise additional project funds through 
matching grants. They have worked with more 
than 20 other conservation groups and many 
government entities completing projects from 
Racine to Superior.  

Says Executive Director and Project 
Manager, Jeff Nania, “There are a great many 
conservation minded individuals that have property 
where they wish to improve the value to wildlife, 
water quality etc. About 15 years ago we 
recognized that there needed to be a source of 
information for these well-meaning folks to help 
them maximize the potential of their project. We 
pioneered a type of restoration technique which 
now is commonly known as the eco-system based 
approach to wetland habitat restoration. This takes 
into account the project at hand and how this 
project will fit into the surrounding landscape now 
and in the future. It can best be described as setting 
up a circumstance that will allow the project to 
integrate itself into the landscape and become more 
and more successful as time goes on, as opposed to 
a maintenance and management headache.”       

WWA will also provide $500 matching the 
$500 that the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
committed to Berry’s pond construction project.  

Nania expects the project to take between 
one and three days depending on subsurface soil 
conditions.  The pond will be created this spring as 
conditions permit.  
 – Sue Studz 
 

WETLANDS: A NATURAL RESOURCE 
TO PRESERVE 
Wetlands cover approximately 2.5 percent of the land 
in the Town of Berry. The largest areas are along 
Halfway Prairie Creek and Marsh Creek in the west-
central portion of Berry, and several smaller creeks 
that drain to Black Earth Creek at the southern edge of 
the town. Smaller areas of wetlands are found along 
other creeks in the town, and near Indian Lake.  
Berry’s new park will have a wetland area that 
includes a duck scrape.  This park wetland will 
provide wildlife habitat and retain and filter runoff 
water from the Town Hall area. 

In years past, our European-American 
predecessors viewed wetlands as swampy wastelands 
–reservoirs of diseases and pests.  Their strategy was 
to fill and drain wetlands to make them suitable for 
agriculture and building. As a result, the current area 

of wetlands in the U.S. is less than half of that 

existing before Europeans arrived.  Wisconsin has 
lost 50 percent of its wetlands as well.  While wetlands 
do indeed make poor building sites and are breeding 
sites for mosquitoes, today we recognize the benefits 
of wetlands more than outweigh any shortcomings.  
They are important for aquifer recharge, groundwater 
and surface water quality improvement, flood control, 
and wildlife habitat. 

Because of their many benefits, Dane County 
zoning does not permit development in wetland areas 
that are two acres in area or larger.  Generally, 
draining, dredging, filling or flooding are not 
permitted.  Wetlands are unsuited for most 
development in any case.  They are often in 
floodplains (flooding threat, flood insurance needed), 
are unsuited for buildings with basements, are not 
suited for septic systems, and their soils have shrink-
swell properties that destabilize foundations.   

If planned development will impact a wetland, 
special permits will be required.  Special permits 
usually cost quite a bit, so it is wise to avoid impacting 
wetland areas if at all possible.  If you own degraded 
wetland property, state and federal programs may help 
pay for restoration activities.   

Help protect our wetland resources by not 
filling, dumping, or dredging in wetlands and by 
removing alien invaders, such as purple loosestrife and 
reed canary grass. 
Information from WI Department of Natural 
Resources, Town of Berry Comprehensive Plan. 
- Christine Molling 
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NEW ORDINANCE TO HELP 
ENFORCE ORDINANCES 
To help the Town enforce its other ordinances, the 
Town Board at its November meeting approved 
Ordinance 100.2, “Penalties and Enforcement of 
Ordinances” which makes it very unattractive to be 
in non-compliance.  The “cost of enforcement” is 
described in the ordinance as follows:  “In any 
legal action taken by the Town of Berry to 
enforce Town ordinances, collect fees owed to the 
Town by law, or collect a forfeiture for violation 
of Town Ordinance, the Town of Berry shall 
recover, in addition to the forfeiture, amount 
sought, or injunctive relief granted, and as an 
additional penalty, its actual reasonable costs of 
the action, including reasonable attorneys fees 
and the cost of Town personnel involved.” 

The ordinance will help keep our taxes going 
towards services rather than legal fees.  
- Sue Studz 
 
CRIME RESPONSE PROGRAM 
COLLECTS OLD CELL PHONES TO 
SUPPORT VICTIMS OF TRAUMA 
Dane County Sheriff Department is collecting used 
and unwanted cell phones to raise money that will 
provide crime victims with services and needs in 
the aftermath of victimization, such as lodging, 
food, gas and the response of a trauma specialist.  
Some phones may also be used as emergency 911 
phones. 

The Crime Response Program is asking the 
public to help by donating unneeded cell phones at 
any of the following locations: Madison Police 
Dept. District Station, Monona Police Dept., 
Fitchburg Police Dept., DeForest Police Dept., and 
the Crime Response Program, 211 S. Carroll St., 
Suite 205, Madison, Wis.  This program is 
ongoing. 

By donating cell phones, the public not only 
helps the Crime Response Program raise money for 
services for victims, they also help the 
environment, while at the same time getting rid of 
unneeded clutter in their homes. 

For more information, you’re asked to call 
the Crime Response Program at (608) 284-6908. 

 
 

 
SUMMARY OF THE DECEMBER 19, 
2007 TOWN BOARD MINUTES 
(Minutes not yet approved by the Town Board.) 
Board members present: Anthony Varda, Judy 
Laubmeier, Tim Henneman, Chris Upper, Sue Studz 
Public Comments 

*Dane County Deputy Josalyn Longley reports Dane 
County is doing a drive for old cell phones to give to 
trauma victims.  Drive safe during the Holidays. 
*Karen Upper questioned if the town has any 
programs or thoughts about global climate change. 
Driveway 

Mark & Joan Acker’s, 8072 Hillpoint Road, final driveway 
was approved.  Vote 5-0 
Berry Park Committee Policy was approved as 
revised.  Vote 5-0 
Driveway & Field Road Ordinance 301.1 was 
approved as revised.  Vote 5-0 
Selection and Appointment of Election Officials 

The board appointed Betty McGilligan, Barb Meier, 
Mabelle Ewald, Marilyn Pauls, Dorothy Seston, 
Claudia Daniels and Kay Kahl as election officials.  
Vote 5-0.   
The January Town Board meeting was rescheduled 
to Tuesday, January 22, 2007 due to it falling on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  Vote 5-0.   
The board approved the purchase of studded tires 
from McFarlanes at a cost of $1,024.18.  Vote 5-0 
Committee Reports 

*Parks Committee.  Email from Jeff Nania stating that 
the ice will delay the project. 
*WI Heights School District is studying the option of 
closing one school. 
*Middleton-Cross Plains School District.  Starting 
process for a referendum for a new transportation center. 
*Good Neighbor Meeting.  Discussion of leadership 
and goals.   
Adjourn: 8:52 pm           - Brenda  Kahl 
 
CROSS PLAINS HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY SPECIAL MEETING 
The Cross Plains Historical Society is having a special 
meeting at the Crossroads Coffeehouse on January 17. 
Everyone (not just members) interested in the history 
of the village of Cross Plains is invited to a round table 
discussion, either to contribute information or just to 
listen. The old photos on the wall will be discussed 
and much more, The meeting starts at 7p.m. 
Crossroads is located at 2020 Main St., Cross Plains. 
- Vera Dallman 
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TOWN OF BERRY BOARD MEETING 
January 22, 2008, 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall, 9046 Hwy. 19, Mazomanie, WI 53560 

Draft Agenda 
1.  Call to order 
2.  Approve minutes of December 17, 2007 
3.  Public Comments:  You may address the Board on any item not on the agenda.  A discussion item may be 
placed on a future agenda.  Public comment may be heard on any agenda item marked with an asterisk (*) or at the 
discretion of the Town Chair. 
4.  Approve/Disapprove/Action/Discussion 

A.  *(2007-14)  Eugene & Julie Maier, 5007 Hillpoint Road, rezone 7.8 acres from A1-ex 
 to RH-1 to create two 3.9 acre residential parcels.      
B.  *(2007-15)  Bridget Sauer, 6217 Old Settlers Road, rezone 4.09 acres from A1-ex to 
 residential to create a 1.31 acre lot and a 2.78 acre lot. 

5.  Budgetary Matters 
A.  Payment of bills 
B.  Discussion/action/Resolution to Transfer Funds within the 2007 Budget 
C.  2008 WTA District Meeting Registration 

6.  Committee reports/Correspondence/Communications 
A.  Fire Districts 
B.  EMS Districts 
C.  Other 

7.  Discussion of Future Agenda Items 
8.  Closed Session: After the regular scheduled meeting the board may meet in closed session, pursuant to Section 
19.85 (1) (c) Wis. Statutes.  Considering employment and compensation for a part-time auxiliary snowplow driver. 
9.  Reconvene into Open Session per Section 19.85 (2) Wis. Statutes 
10.  Adjourn 
Persons requiring additional services to participate in a public meeting should contact the Town Clerk at the Town Hall, 9046 
Hwy 19, Mazomanie, WI 53560.  767-4152  twnberry@chorus.net 
As of January 17, 2008 the final agenda will be posted on the website and the town’s three posting locations.  The board 
attempts to finalize the agenda prior to the distribution of the newsletter 

BURNING PERMITS REQUIRED  
From January 1st to May 31,st burning permits are 
required if the ground is not snow covered.  Starting 

in 2008, each individual will receive an annual 

permit, no more 5-day permits.  Before burning 
you must call the burning permit hotline 1-888-947-
2876 or visit the website dnr.wi.gov/forestry/fire for 
current burning restrictions in the area.   

The annual burning permit allows the burning of 
small amounts of clean household paper products or 
clean wood, brush, leaves, needles or grass.  Only 
paper and cardboard that is not recyclable, such as 
paper food wrappers. 

Berry’s fire wardens are:  Mike Diebold, 798-
3000, Anthony Varda, 798-9999 and Brenda Kahl, 
767-4152 during business hours.  
– Brenda Kahl 
 
 

 BERRY BOARD CANDIDATES TO RUN 
UNOPPOSED 
Only one candidate each for board position 
Supervisor seats #3 and #4 turned in papers. Jim 
Laubmeier is running unopposed to fill his wife 
Judy’s term.  Sue Studz is running unopposed for a 
second term for seat #4.  

GARBAGE PICK-UP SCHEDULE 
Monday, Jan 7 - Garbage Only 
Monday, Jan 14 - Garbage and Recyclables 
Monday, Jan 21 - Garbage Only 
Monday, Jan 28 - Garbage and Recyclables 
Monday, Feb 4 - Garbage Only 
Monday, Feb 11 - Garbage and Recyclables 
Monday, Feb 18 - Garbage Only 
Monday, Feb 25 - Garbage and Recyclable



 

 

CALENDAR 

All meetings are at the Town Hall, 9046 Hwy 19, Mazomanie, unless otherwise noted. 
 

January 2008 
Thursday, Jan 3, 7:30 pm District 1 EMS, Council Meeting, Mazomanie Public Safety Building 
Monday, Jan 7, 7:30 pm Plan Commission Meeting 
Monday, Jan 14, 7:00 pm Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, West Middleton 
Monday, Jan 14, 7:00 pm District 1 EMS, Membership Meeting, Black Earth Fire Station 
Monday, Jan 14, 7:00 pm Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium 
Wednesday, Jan 16, 7:30 pm Good Neighbor Meeting 
Thursday, Jan 17, 7:00 pm Communications Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, Jan 22, 7:30 pm Town Board Meeting 
Saturday, Jan 26, 7:30 am Plan Commission Site Visits, on location 
Monday, Jan 28, 7:00 pm Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Center 
Monday, Jan 28, 7:30 pm Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium 
 

February 2008 

Monday, Feb 4, 7:30 pm Plan Commission Meeting 
Monday, Feb 4, 7:00 pm Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Center 
Monday, Feb 11, 7:00 pm Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Center 
Monday, Feb 11, 7:00 pm District 1 EMS, Membership Meeting, Mazomanie Public Safety Building 
Monday, Feb 11, 7:30 pm Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium 
Thursday, Feb 14, 7:00 pm Communications Committee Meeting 
Saturday, Feb 16 - Chili Fest IV 
Monday, Feb 18, 7:30 pm Town Board Meeting 

Tuesday, Feb 19 - Primary Election 
Wednesday, Feb 20, 7:30 pm Good Neighbor Meeting 
Saturday, Feb 23, 7:30 am Plan Commission Site Visits, on location 
Monday Feb 25, 7:00 pm Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Center 
Monday, Feb 25, 7:30 pm Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium 

This calendar is advisory only. Consult the News Sickle Arrow or the 3 legal posting locations for legal notices. 
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