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December 10, 2009

2009 TAX BILLS ARRIVING SOON

Your 2009 tax bill will be mailed within the next couple days.
Enclosed with it will be the 2010 garbage/recycling calendar,
dog license application and information, mill rate comparisons
and tax collection information and hours.

If you qualify for a lottery credit, but did not receive a
credit on your tax bill, contact the town office prior to
submitting your tax bill payment.

Dog license fees are $12.50 per neutered male or spayed
female, $17.50 for un-neutered male or un-spayed female,
and $42 per multiple licenses (kennels). Dog license are due
by April 1, 2010 or an additional $5 will be charged per
license. A list of items needed to apply for a dog license will
be enclosed with your tax bill. If you do not receive a tax
bill, but need a dog license application, contact the town

office at 767-4152 or by email at twnberry(@chorus.net.
— Brenda Kahl

TOWN OFFICE CLOSES FOR HOLIDAYS

The Town office will be closed for the holidays only on
Friday, December 25 and Friday, January 1. Happy Holidays!

SNOW EVENT REMINDERS

PLOWING SNOW ONTO A TOWN ROAD COULD COST
YOU

If you or your plowing service deposits or plows snow onto a
Town road, you may be fined. Please educate those you hire
about the rules. Keep plow and emergency turnaround areas
clear and open for safety sake as well as to avoid fines.




PAPERWORK FOR TOWN BOARD
CANDIDATES DUE JANUARY 5

Two of the five Town board seats, #3 and #4
currently held by Jim Laubmeier and Sue Studz, are
up for election next April. Jim Laubmeier plans to
run for another term. Sue Studz will not seek
reelection.

To become a candidate for either of these
positions, request a registration packet from Clerk
Brenda Kahl. Sign a declaration of candidacy.
Collect signatures from at least 20 Town residents
and turn them in to the Town Clerk by January 5.
The process is neither difficult nor time consuming.

The Board meets monthly, and Board members
serve on committees in addition to attending Board
meetings. Term runs two years, and Board members
are compensated. Questions about serving? Ask
Town Clerk Brenda Kahl or any Board member.
—Sue Studz

DID YOU KNOW?

In 1868, Thomas Edison made his first patented
invention, an electrical vote recorder.

BOARD TO DISCUSS PROMOTING
ALTERNATIVE AG IN BERRY

After a slow transition from a farming community
to a majority exurban community, the Town of
Berry, in its comprehensive plan, wants to stay
rural. With a cap on the number of residences in the
Town at approximately 1000, after all of the splits
are taken, the average Berry property owner will
own 20 to 25 acres. For someone in difficult
economic straits, this acreage could become an
unaffordable private park.

Given Berry’s wish to remain rural, and with
the County’s creation for the A-4 small lot
agricultural district intended for small 5-35 acre lots
in exclusive agricultural use, and with diversified ag
being one of Thrive’s (the 8-county regional
economic develop group) target sectors, smaller
parcels could provide economic gain to their
owners, provide more stable ag land tenure for the
Town as a whole, and help support regional
economic development goals.

At its December meeting, the Board will discuss
whether it is appropriate and feasible for the Town
to take an active role in helping foster diverse
agriculture opportunities in the town. —Sue Studz

BERRY EVENT DATES ANNOUNCED
The 6" annual Chili Day in Berry/White Elephant
Exchange will be held Saturday, February 20.
Berry’s Annual Plant Swap is set for Saturday
morning, May 15. The annual roadside cleanup will
be held either Saturday morning, April 17 or April
24 (depending on recycling schedule). Mark you
calendar. —Sue Studz

BAKER/LEETCH DONATE COLOR
COPIER TO TOWN

Thanks to Berry Communications Committee
members Linda Leetch and Leroy Baker, our Town
clerk may be able to hang up her highlighter pen.
Baker and Leetch recently donated a color copier to
the Town. Although, due to ink cartridge costs,
printed newsletters will still be done in black and
white, now low-volume documents such as site visit
route maps and Town correspondence can be
printed with highlighting or with Berry’s logo in
color. — Sue Studz

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DRAFT
GOING TO COUNTY ZLR FOR
COMMENT

Although the Berry Board has not yet reviewed all
revisions recommended by the Plan Commission,
the work in progress is being sent to the County
Zoning and Land Regulation Committee for
preliminary review to determine if any proposed
revisions are problematic for the County. The Plan
Commission will schedule a Public Hearing on the
final revised draft sometime in early 2010.

—Sue Studz

FALSE ALARMS COULD COST YOU

Beginning in March, 2010, if you have a false alarm
from your security system either at home or at your
workplace, you may be fined by the Cross
Plains/Berry fire district. It was agreed at the last
fire district meeting to assess fines for two or more
false alarms in any 12-month period. Currently an
increase in the number of false alarms is costing the
fire district time and money.

Before the new policy takes effect, the Berry
Board will have to agree to it. The practice may
begin after the February Fire district meeting.

—Tim Henneman



BERRY BOARD PASSES DARK SKY
ORDINANCE

At its November meeting, the Berry Board passed a
“Dark Sky” ordinance regulating exterior lighting in
the Town. The purpose of the ordinance is to
promote the preservation of dark skies over the
Town of Berry and to protect the view of the night
sky for the enjoyment of the citizens of the Town.

While the ordinance will apply mostly to new
construction (current lighting is “grandfathered”),
replacement lighting will need to meet the
guidelines. The goal is to be able to see the light,
not the bulbs, so replacement of non dark-sky
fixtures will need to be done with dark sky fixtures,
dark sky cutoff fixtures, or non dark-sky fixtures
with dark sky shades or shields.

The ordinance applies to all outdoor lighting
within the Town, with the exceptions of emergency
lighting, temporary lighting, vehicular lighting, and
lighting on wheeled farm machines. —Sue Studz

TOWN CHARGES FARMER FOR
ROAD DAMAGE

Under Town ordinances 300.2 and 100.2, a Berry
farmer has been invoiced more than $1,000 by the
Town for costs for repairing road damage resulting
from exceeding road weight limits by manure
hauling on a Town road last spring. Remember that
the weight limits that apply to commercial vehicles
apply to farm vehicles as well.

—Sue Studz

BEAVER DAM COMES TO BERRY

Early last month, the banks of Halfway Prairie
Creek overflowed into the Town’s new Kahl
Halfway Prairie Creek Park. Reports were that the
wildflower area and pond were flooding.

A careful walk-through of the park showed that
the playing field did not flood and the pond was
overflowing where it would be expected to flow
after a good spring thaw. The wetlands were, well,
quite wet.

The creek overflow problem was solved with
the help of a local trapper working in concert with
the DNR. Apparently, at least two beavers were
responsible for damming up the creek. Earlier in the
year, a muskrat was thought to be responsible for
draining the pond by tunneling through to the creek.
Ah, the ebbs and flows of restoring natural habitat.
—Sue Studz

BOARD ADOPTS POLICY
REGARDING ASSESSMENTS AND
REVALUATIONS

Responding to recent revaluation confusions and
concerns, the Berry Board has adopted a policy to
improve communications with citizens regarding
the assessment process, what assessment terms such
as property categories mean, and how to challenge
inappropriate valuations effectively.

Per the new policy, the Town will require the

Assessor to:

1. Send the Town Clerk all valuation information
at least four days before sending the
information to the property owners.

2. Schedule Open Book at least one week after
publication of the next regular town newsletter
following distribution of valuation information
to town property owners.

3. Broaden comparable sales to include those in
adjacent towns for assessment of properties.

4. Both notices sent to property owners and the
draft assessment role shall include, in addition
to all information required by statute, a listing
of acreage, improvements and valuation for
each class of property on each parcel.

The Town will:

1. Include a detailed description of the valuation
process in the newsletter, at the time the
revaluation is to begin.

2. Include a detailed description of why the
revaluation is necessary, how the valuation
affects taxes, how to determine if the relative
(as opposed to absolute) valuation of a
particular parcel has changed and how to
challenge perceived inaccurate valuations
effectively. This description should include
information on how to approach the Assessor
at the Open Book and how to prepare a case for
the Board of Review, including examples.

3. Attempt to avoid revaluations during periods
when the rate of change in property values is
changing substantially, if possible.

—Sue Studz

| The aging process has you firmly in
| its grasp if you never get the urge to
| throw a snowball.

/| —Doug Larson




GOOD NEIGHBOR AND
TRAILS SUBCOMMITTEE NEWS

Last month’s Trails subcommittee and Good
Neighbor Committee meetings were held in the
Rosemary Garfoot Public Library with some twenty
attending.

The Trails agenda began with four guest
speakers relating their points for having this trail go
forward. All speakers mentioned the great effects
for the areas and talked about having this great
recreation trail. None mentioned the fact that the
trail would also be used as a transportation corridor
for getting to work, to a store or getting some traffic
off the roadways.

Again it was brought to the front that having a
multi-modal trail could benefit areas with closely
located retail.

For the Town of Berry, agriculture was the
biggest driver. The horse section of the trail might
stimulate smaller plots of land for horse farms and
thereby help create markets for hay and other types
of feed.

It was also mentioned that once the trail was in
place and well used, it might attract other businesses
involved with this type of trail to our area.

Once again, the trail maps were not set out for
GNC members to look at and share their thoughts
on land use and trail selection. Nor was there any
mention of costs or funding sources.

The Good Neighbor Committee spent their
meeting time reviewing accomplishments over the
last year and suggesting goals to accomplish in the
coming year.

The Village of Cross Plains distributed their
official map with some revisions on it and
announced that the village was trying to have a
public meeting in January or February, 2010.

Wisconsin DOT and Transmart Technologies
are planning an open house on the results of the
studies of the Highway 14 corridor. With WisDOT
having less money to work with, their mindset
seems to have changed from building new roads to
repairing old corridors and making them safer.

There will be no meetings in December. The
next meeting will be on January 20" in the Village
of Mazomanie. Exact location and times TBA.
—Tim Henneman

NEW “CONVERSION FEES” FOR
LAND ZONED OUT OF A1-EX

The Department of Ag Trade and Consumer
Protection’s (DATCP’s) new Working Lands
Initiative establishes new “conversion fees” for land
zoned out of Al1-Ex Agriculture. Fees are three
times the per acre value of the highest value
category of tillable cropland in the village or town
in which the rezoned land is located.

The average conversion fee in Dane County will
be $975 per acre. Most likely an additional $55 per
acre fee will be charged to cover the administrative
expenses associated with DATCP’s new initiative.

Dane County will implement the conversion
fees on applicable Zoning Map Amendment
petitions starting on January 1, 2010. Applications
completed in 2009 will not be charged the
conversion fee. If you are considering re-zoning out
of A1-Ex, there may be a financial benefit to
applying by the end of December.

For more information, contact Renee Lauber,
Dane County Towns Association Planning
Consultant at reneelauber@consultant.com or call
577-9997.—Renee Lauber

BLACK EARTH LIBRARY NEWS

Earlier this month, Patricia McConnell spoke at the
library about her animal behavior-focused safari to
Africa last August. Trisha operates a publishing
company in the old Black Earth Bank and is a
resident of the Town of Vermont. You may know
her from WPR’s “Calling All Pets”.

Live Homework Help® for students and adult
learners is an online resource available to library
patrons. Online tutors are available on demand,
daily from 2 p.m. to 11 p.m. for one-to-one help
with everything from homework to skills building
and test prep. Professionally trained and
experienced tutors will help students in kindergarten
through 12th grades with math, science, English and
social studies. Tutors will help adult learners with
their GED, adult education courses, grammar help
with their resume or a work-related project, and
more. If you don’t have a computer you may use
one of the library’s computers during hours of
operation.

For these and other resources go to the library web
site at: http://www.bepubliclibrary.org/
—Steve Webber




NOVEMBER 16, 2009 TOWN BOARD
MINUTES SUMMARY

(A summary of the minutes not yet approved by the
Town Board.) Members present: Anthony Varda,
Jim Laubmeier, Chris Upper, Tim Henneman and
Sue Studz

Public Comments

*Deputy Frisch, Dane County Sheriff Office. No
major calls, mostly car/deer accidents. Discussed
issue with manure on Schuman Road. Remember to
lock your doors and take the keys out of your
vehicles at night.

*Chris Upper commented on beaver issue in the
creek adjacent to the hall.

Field Roads

Fran Tourdot’s, 5535 Otto Kerl Road, final field
road was approved. Vote 5-0

Policy 106.2 Regarding Revaluations, with respect
to assessor and town actions on assessments

was approved as modified. Vote 5-0

Accurate Appraisals 2010 Agreement for
Maintenance was approved. Vote 5-0

Dark Sky Ordinance 202.2 was adopted.

Vote 4-1 In favor: Studz, Upper, Varda and
Laubmeier Opposed: Henneman

Nuisance Ordinance was postponed until
December. Vote 5-0

Modifying Newsletter Guidelines & Procedures
Policy 107.1 to include ads restricted to Berry
businesses and use proceeds to fund the park shelter
was discussed and postponed until December
Ordinance Amendment #21, 2009-10 amending
Chapter 10 of the Dane County Code of Ordinances,
regarding residences in the exclusive agriculture
district was approved. Vote 5-0

Discussion of promoting and diversifying
agricultural businesses in Berry was postponed.
Vote 5-0

Draft updated Comprehensive Plan

The board approved to set over for discussion and
action and forward the present draft of the
Comprehensive Plan to Dane County Zoning &
Land Regulation for comments and
recommendations and that the Plan Commission is
authorized to appear before the ZLR to answer
questions and address the subject. Vote 5-0
Resolution 2009-4, Adopt the Town of Berry
Annex to the Dane County Natural Hazard
Mitigation Plan was approved. Vote 5-0
Selection and Appointment of Election Officials
The board selected and appointed as election
inspectors Kathleen Bladl, Claudia Daniel, Mabelle

Ewald, Kay Kahl, Betty McGilligan, Barb Meier,
Marilyn Pauls, Patty Paulson, Dorothy Seston and
Carla Wright. Vote 5-0

The 2010 budget was adopted. Vote 5-0
Committee Reports

*Black Earth Fire District: There is one resident in
Berry who has not paid their bill; still planning on
buying squad car next year even though the Town
of Berry and Black Earth are not in favor of.
*Good Neighbor Committee: Chris Upper will be
the convener for the next six months.
*Communications Committee: Discussed adding
links to the website and adding tabs to the board and
committee webpage. Chili Day is scheduled for
February 20, Roadside cleanup for April 17 or 24;
and Plant swap on May 15.

Future agenda items

*Discuss/action of amending driveway ordinance to
regulate converting field roads to driveways
Adjourn: 10:30 pm

- Brenda Kahl

SUMMARY OF THE DECEMBER 7,
2009 PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES

(This is a summary of the minutes not yet approved
by the Commission.) Members present: Anthony
Varda, Jim Laubmeier, Carl Evert, Alex Gemrich
and Steve Richter.

Driveway

Donald & Patricia Kerl’s driveway was approved.
Vote 5-0

Working Lands Initiative Work Shop. Three
members attended the work shop and gave a
presentation of what was discussed along with
answering questions. This topic will be placed on
the December Town Board agenda.

Adjourn: 8:00 pm

- Brenda Kahl

BERRY BREAKFAST GROUP MEETS
SATURDAY, DEC. 12

Come to the monthly Dutch treat breakfast
Saturday, December 12, 9 a.m., at Luckenbooth
Café, Black Earth. No agenda, no membership, no
expectations, no politics, no work. Just a chance for
new residents and long timers to meet and connect
with each other. Look for a table of people on the
left side of the café.

—Sue Studz



SAVVY HOLIDAY SHOPPER TIPS

In economic times such as these, a little more
consumer caution can go a long way. The offers
some shopping tips to protect your holiday dollar.
The Bureau’s Consumer Facts Sheet gives tips on
cyber-shopping, credit card use, lost or stolen credit
cards, loan offers and return policies. The sheet can
be found at
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/cp/consumerinfo/cp/fa
ctsheets/pdf/HolidayShopping212.pdf The Bureau
has a similar fact sheet concerning that ever-
convenient holiday item, gift cards. For info:
www.datcp.state.wi.us/cp/consumerinfo/cp/factshee
ts/pdf/GiftCards428.pdf

— Senator Jon Erpenbach newsletter

ONLINE FILING FOR
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

The Department of Workforce Development has
improved their system to allow more people to file
unemployment claims over the internet. Individuals
can file their unemployment claims at ucclaim-
wi.org Claims can also be filed over the phone at 1-
800-882-5246. For hours and other information
about the department see:
http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/uiben/services.htm In
addition to filing unemployment claims, the DWD
offers a website to help job seekers become
employed and to assist employers searching for
workers with the right skills. For more information
please visit: JobCenterOfWisconsin.com
— Senator Jon Erpenbach newsletter

GIFTS FROM WISCONSIN

Wisconsinmade.com is a website that partners with
Wisconsin entrepreneurs to promote and sell
Wisconsin products nationwide. The site showcases
gourmet foods, Wisconsin-sports apparel,
Wisconsin books and music, and art produced in
multiple media by Wisconsin artisans.
Wisconsinmade.com strives to give small, family-
owned businesses which produce many of
Wisconsin’s finest, award-winning products a large
national market share through the internet. Support
our local economy buy putting some home-made
items under your tree. For more information or to
make a purchase visit: www.wisconsinmade.com

— Senator Jon Erpenbach newsletter

IMPORTANT FIRE SAFETY TIPS

The heating season and the holidays are upon us,
and that means furnaces, fireplaces, stoves, candles,
and other sources of fire will be used more
frequently. A fire in a rural area, like here in Berry,
is often quite destructive, as the distances make fire
department response times longer. So here are
some steps that we can all take to reduce the risk of
a house fire, and to prepare for one if it occurs.

Have a fire escape plan and practice it:
discuss with your family how you would escape
your home if a fire blocked one or more main exits.
Practice escaping from your home, particularly if
you have children or less able adults in your family.
Agree on a safe place for your family to gather.

Install smoke detectors on all levels of your
home. Test monthly and replace batteries every six
months. Equip your home with Type ABC fire
extinguishers. Install a sprinkler system — this could
be the difference between damage to and complete
destruction of your home.

Have your furnace tested and inspected
yearly by a qualified technician. Have your
fireplaces, woodstoves, and chimneys inspected
yearly and cleaned if needed. Keep all flammable
materials, such as clothing, paper, gasoline,
furniture, and draperies away from open flames or
intense heat sources, such as lamps and space
heaters.

Keep an eye on your cooking. Store
flammable materials at least 3 feet away from the
cooktop. Never use an oven or grill to heat your
home. Keep grills and turkey fryers at least 3 feet
away from your house, and never use one in a
garage or below an overhang.

Do not overload electrical circuits or
extension cords or use electrical appliances with
worn cords. Never leave smoking materials
unattended. Never let a candle or oil lamp burn
unattended. Do not allow your children or pets to
be near sources of fire unattended. Store matches
and lighters where children cannot reach.

For more tips, see www.homesafetycouncil.org
—Christine Molling




Town of Berry Board Meeting
December 21, 2009, 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall, 9046 Hwy. 19, Mazomanie, WI 53560
Draft Agenda
1. Call to order
2. Approve minutes of November 16, 2009
3. Discussion/action re Town response to Working Lands Initiative
4. Public Comments: You may address the Board on any item not on the agenda. A discussion item may be
placed on a future agenda. Public comment may be heard on any agenda item marked with an asterisk (*) or at
the discretion of the Town Chair.
5. Approve/disapprove/action
A. *(2006-6) Donald & Patricia Kerl, 9157 State Road 19, final driveway approval  PC vote 5-0
B. *#(2009-2) Onno & Stefanie Brouwer, 5170 Enchanted Valley Road, rezone 13.30 acres from Al-ex
to RH-2 to form 2 lots. PC vote 4-0
Discussion/action on allowing/encouraging placement of ads for town businesses on the town web site
*Discuss/action on draft Nuisance Ordinance
8. Discussion/action on creation of a committee charged with considering: 1. Promotion of agricultural
businesses in Berry, 2. Diversification of agricultural businesses in Berry, 3. Encouraging new
agricultural businesses in Berry and 4. Appropriate Town involvement in these processes
9. Discuss/action of amending driveway ordinance to deal with the issue of converting recently constructed field
roads to driveways
10. Discuss/action on Resolution supporting agreement between the Town and the Government Accountability
Board regarding use of the statewide voter registration system and Dissolution of Memorandum of
Understanding between the Town and Dane County
11. Discuss/action on Cross Plains-Berry Fire District False Alarms by Alarm Systems Policy
12. Budgetary Matters
A. Payment of bills
13. Committee reports/Correspondence/Communications
A. Fire Districts
B. EMS Districts
C. Other
14. Discussion of future agenda items
15. Adjourn
Persons requiring additional services to participate in a public meeting should contact the Town Clerk at the Town Hall,
9046 Hwy 19, Mazomanie, WI 53560. 767-4152 twnberry(@chorus.net
As of December 17, 2009 the final agenda will be posted on the website and the town’s three posting locations. The board
attempts to finalize the agenda prior to the distribution of the newsletter

.

GARBAGE PICK-UP SCHEDULE GO GREEN (AND BLUE AND RED)
Monday, Dec 14 - Garbage and Recyclables - GET BERRY NEWS ONLINE!

Monday, Dec 21 - Garbage Only S
ave paper, postage, and get the newsletter
Monday, Dec 28- Garbage and Recyclables . : . .
in color complete with hyperlinks. To sign

Monday, Jan 4- Garbage Only . ;
Mondav. Jan 11- Garb IR labl up to get your newsletter via email, contact
oncay, Jan - - f3arvage anc Recyclablies Brenda Kahl, twnberry@chorus.net.

Monday, Jan 18- Garbage Only
Monday, Jan 25- Garbage and Recyclables




CALENDAR

All meetings are at the Town Hall, 9046 Hwy 19, Mazomanie, unless otherwise noted.

December 2009

Monday, Dec 7, 7:00 pm

Monday, Dec 7, 7:30 pm

Monday, Dec 14, 7:00 pm
Monday, Dec 14, 7:00 pm
Monday, Dec 14, 7:30 pm
Monday, Dec 21, 7:30 pm
Saturday, Dec 26, 7:30 am
Monday, Dec 28, 7:30 pm

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Cent
Plan Commission Meeting

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Cent
District 1 EMS, Membership Meeting, Mazomanie Public Safety Building

Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium
Town Board Meeting

Plan Commission Site Visits, on location

Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium

January 2010

Monday, Jan 4, 7:30 pm
Thursday, Jan 7, 7:30 pm
Monday, Jan 11, 7:00 pm
Monday, Jan 11, 7:00 pm
Monday, Jan 11,7:30 pm
Thursday, Jan 14, 7:00 pm
Tuesday, Jan 19, 7:30 pm
Wednesday, Jan 20, 7:30 pm
Saturday, Jan 23, 7:30 am
Monday, Jan 25, 6:00 pm
Monday, Jan 25, 7:30 pm

Plan Commission Meeting

District 1 EMS, Council Meeting, Mazomanie Public Safety Building

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Center
District 1 EMS, Membership Meeting, Black Earth Fire Station

Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium
Communications Committee Meeting

Town Board Meeting

Good Neighbor Meeting

Plan Commission Site Visits, on location

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Center
Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium

This calendar is advisory only. Consult the News Sickle Arrow or the 3 legal posting locations for legal notices.

9046 State Road 19
Mazomanie, WI 53560
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