Anthony Varda , 798-9999

Tim Henneman, Sr., 798-4690
Chris Upper, 798-2286

Judy Laubmeier, 798-1235
Sue Studz, 798-4410

Brenda Kahl, Clerk/Treasurer

9046 State Road 19

Mazomanie, W1 53560

767-4152

Fax: 767-3015

Hours: 7:30 — 4:30, except
Wednesday 7:30 — 11:00

Email: twnberry@chorus.net

Web: www.townofberry.org
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Orlin Danz, Patrolman
767-3308

Hours: 7:00 — 3:30

Brenda Kahl
9046 State Road 19
767-4152, during office hours

Mike Diebold

4972 Brewery Road
798-3000

LB ] # ! $
Dean Eppler

Independent Inspections, Ltd.
(800) 422-5220
Town Hall Hours: Fridays, 10:30-11:30

LA} % &
255-2345, Non Emergency
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Festge Park, DH Repair, Town Hall

www . townofberry.org

YOUR TOWN NEEDS YOU!

Become a Candidate for the Berry Board

Two of five Board positions are up for election in April.
File nomination papers this month to run for seats 3 or 4,
currently held by Judy Laubmeier and Sue Studz. Judy has chosen
to not run for a third term.

WHY DO IT?

1. To serve and contribute to the community.

2. To attend interesting and educational training sessions and
learn about things outside your line of work.

3. To meet and work with many other talented and dedicated
individuals from local, county and state government.

4. To have a say in planning and decisions that affect you and
your neighbors’ quality of life.

5. To add a /ittle extra moola for your vacation fund. (Board
members are compensated for meetings, workshops and
mileage.)

6. Self Defense. If you don't do it someone will do it for you
and you might not like the end result.

As a Town Supervisor, you will oversee basic municipal
government services, such as elections, property tax
administration, road construction and maintenance, recycling,
emergency medical services and fire protection. Read the minutes
of the last Board meeting contained in this newsletter for an idea
of the work of the Board.

Contact Clerk/Treasurer Brenda Kahl for a nomination
packet. Deadline for completed nomination papers is January 2.
- Sue Studz

“The world is run by those who show up.”
— Richard George Weingardt

SPECIAL THANKS FROM CROSS
PLAINS/BERRY FIRE DISTRICT CHIEF

Chief Gary Itten would like to give a special thanks to all who
supported the fire district’s country breakfast fundraiser. They
served almost 1000 people, the best turn out ever!

We thank you, Gary, and the Cross Plains-Berry fire district
for all you do and provide for us.
—Tim Henneman



CROSS PLAINS/BERRY FIRE
DISTRICT UPDATE

The district’s new, smaller “brush” truck has
gotten its finishing touches and is now in service. It
was purchased earlier this year. The new fire
engine has not been ordered yet. Order date for the
Pierce truck will be in late February or early
March. It will come from Reliant Fire Apparatus,
Inc. The fire district hopes to have the new fire
engine in late 2008 or early 2009.

—Tim Henneman

GOOD NEIGHBORS REAFFIRMS

PURPOSE, GETS NEW LEADER
The Good Neighbors Committee held its last
meeting of the year at the Town of Berry Hall,
November 28"". It revisited the purpose of the
committee, how the group should be structured,
and it confirmed a new leader.

Members agreed the committee should
continue to meet informally, making only advisory
recommendations to the respective town or village
boards. The committee can help members promote
their local events through community newsletters
and by word of mouth, and it can help maintain
open, friendly communications about news and
views in these communities.

Although some topics and priorities have
changed over the months, all agreed that the
purpose of the Good Neighbors Committee is still
being served.

Bill Rizzo and Chuck Law from UW
Extension assisted in forming the group and have
facilitated it since the beginning. They feel that the
Good Neighbors Committee, although doing quite
well, should be led by members of the group.
Discussion led to the agreement that the leadership
will rotate every six months to keep this committee

fresh and engaged. & " -
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Rizzo and Law will stay with the committee, acting
primarily as information sources. Meeting
locations will continue to rotate to different
communities every month.

The next Good Neighbors meeting will be held
at 7:30pm, January 16" at the Town of Middleton
Hall, 7555 W. Old Sauk Road. As always, the
meeting is open to the public.

— Tim Henneman

4™ ANNUAL “CHILI DAY IN BERRY”
IS SATURDAY, FEB. 16

Plan now to come to the Town Hall Saturday, February 16,

beginning at 12:30 for an afternoonof) ) - *-) *©
enjoyed with fellow Berry residents.

The chili luncheon will feature several crockpots
of various kinds of homemade chili, along with salads,
desserts and beverages.

AFTER CHILI, THE 3RD ANNUAL WHITE
ELEPHANT EXCHANGE !
Following lunch will be your chance to anonymously
"t - "4+ 5" 6, fromyour closet of
unwanted stuff. Gift wrap an item (without any ID tag)
and bring it to the luncheon. Draw a number. When
your number is called, you will choose another
wrapped “elephant” from the stack.

Whether new to the Town or are a longtime
resident looking to connect with old friends, plan to
joinus. If you would like to bring a crockpot of chili,
help set up the event, or donate a door prize, email Sue
Studz, cinemon@chorus.net.

—Sue Studz

DEC. 3, 2007 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD

MINUTES SUMMARY

(Minutes not yet approved by the Town Board.)
Board members present: Anthony Varda, Judy
Laubmeier, Tim Henneman, Chris Upper and
Sue Studz.

U B ¢
The board accepted the proposal from Wisconsin
Waterfowl Association not to exceed a price of $3,000
and to proceed this fall if weather permits. Vote 5-0.

-7 "8389
- Brenda Kahl

SUMMARY OF THE DEC. 3, 2007
PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES

(Minutes not yet approved by the Commission.)
Members present: Anthony Varda, Judy Laubmeier,
Stan Theis, Chad Weberg. Alex Gemrich was late

*

Mark & Joan Acker, 8072 Hillpoint Road, final
driveway was approved. Vote 4-0

-7 "8 8:;
—Brenda Kahl



SUMMARY OF THE NOVEMBER

19, 2007 TOWN BOARD MINUTES
(Minutes not yet approved by the Town Board.)
Board members present: Anthony Varda, Judy
Laubmeier, Tim Henneman, Chris Upper and Sue
Studz.
*

*Randy Schoenemann’s, Brewery Road, driveway
permit application was approved. Vote 5-0
*Larry Statz’s, 5015 Enchanted Valley Road, final
dnveway was approved. Vote 5-0

R PR . .
=9 Duame Niendorf, State Highway 19, deed
restrlctlng parcels to prohibit any further
development and other conditions was approved.
Vote 5-0

1> (
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The board waived the permit fee; waived Cycle
Policy 2004-1 Section 5 (a) Racing of any type is
prohibited on town roadways and Section 4 ()
Municipal must be furnished a release of all
liability for acts of cyclists; requested a $125
security deposit against the Town’s out of pocket
expenses such as sweeping the roads and
placement of signs; and to refund any portion of
the security deposit not used for actual expenses.
Vote 5-0

> _H - + § ", , )
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The board decided to send a letter to Nick
Ladopoulos stating the Town received his
communications and reviewed the matter and the
resident at 4861 Brewery Road complies with all
necessary regulations/permits and the Town
considers the matter closed. Vote 5-0
$ , - L L L ’* * + $ ,
$ 1 ! w , + L]
The Town authorizes Chrls Upper, Sue Studz and
Tim Henneman, members attending the meetings,
to make a donation, not to exceed $200, toward the
bicycle path program grant and to not commit to
further expenses without Town Board approval.
Vote 5-0.

_ L] - ? @ $ - +’ I_ I) I’ )
- " " wasapproved. Vote 5-0
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: ?0? was approved. Vote 5-0
$ + * b + .1
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The board approved additions to the Driveway & Field
Road ordinance to incorporate this statute. Vote 5-0
*
$ .
*The board reappointed Kent McDonald, Tim Hook
and Paul Boutwell to the Berry Park Committee and
Kendall Kahl continue as the member of the donor
family. Vote 5-0
*The Board thanks Lee Swanson and commends him
for his two years of service on the Park Committee.
Vote 5-0
*The board approved that the Park Committee attempt
to obtain a written proposal from the Wisconsin
Waterfowl Association in the form of a not to exceed
price that shows hourly unit costs for equipment and
man power and should that be available by December
3 we hold a Special Town Board Meeting immediately
following the Plan Commission meeting. Vote 5-0
$ + ’* ) / + -1 -’ 1 - -’ +
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The Town Chair shall contact the Village of Cross
Plains to see if they are interested in setting up a joint
Plan Commission meeting to explore the possibilities
of an agreement. Vote 5-0
$+* 1 -"1 -+"1 - =%t
"B ,"1 ( O "& - *
The board adopted the Policy that the Town Board and
Plan Commission shall observe the Holidays listed in
the Policy and that at least by the prior meeting in
advance of the Holiday a new date will be set by the
board to maximum the participation of the public and
membership of the Board or Commission. Vote 5-0
© 1 "y B ", " "
was approved Vote 5-0
3 —1 was adopted. Vote 5-0
( 2008 municipal
fundlng of $1,743 to be distributed at the discretion of
NWDSS was approved. Vote 5-0
$+ T b * 7,
The Town is inclined to purchase the new truck
particularly if it is for delivery in 2009 but the Town
needs to see the written terms and conditions that the
Town will have to commit to before we commit.
Vote 5-0

*Draft Black Earth Fire District Mutual Aid Box

Alarm System Agreement for review. All EMS & Fire

radios will need to become compliant with P25 within

5 years. The cost for Black Earth is around $24,000.
-1 "8 7?8:

- Brenda Kahl



BOARD APPROVES HOLIDAY

OBSERVANCE POLICY

With its purpose being “to protect the rights of the
Town’s paid staff, Board, commission members,
and Town residents to enjoy national holidays and
to enable residents to more conveniently attend
meetings and hearings,” the Board approved a new
policy confirming it and Plan Commission will
observe the following holidays:

(% £ =
B ,"#, F"100§ ,-*
B tox
-_ w_ - *

# *

The board will set alternate meeting dates a month
in advance of the holiday.
— Sue Studz

2007 TAX BILLS ARRIVING SOON
Your 2007 tax bill will be mailed by December 17.
Enclosed with it will be the 2008 garbage/recycling
calendar, dog license application and information,
mill rate comparisons and tax collection information
and hours.

First installment of real estate property tax,
personal property tax, special charges and any
managed forest land tax must be postmarked or in
the town office by January 31, 2008. Taxes will be
collected Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays
from 7:30 — 4:30 and on Wednesdays from 7:30 -
11:00. However, taxes will not be collected on
December 24 (noon — close), December 25,
January 1, and January 15 (open — 1 pm).

If you qualify for a lottery credit, but did
not receive a credit on your tax bill contact the
town office prior to submitting your tax bill
payment.

Dog license fees are $10 per neutered male
or spayed female, $15 for un-neutered male or un-
spayed female, and $42 per multiple licenses
(kennels). Dog license are due by April 1, 2008 or
an additional $5 will be charged per license. A list
of items needed to apply for a dog license is
enclosed with your tax bill. If you do not receive a
tax bill, but need a dog license application, contact
the town office.

You may reach the town office by calling
767-4152 or by email at twnberry@chorus.net.

— Brenda Kahl

GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS PAST
IN WISCONSIN

Wisconsin’s earliest French settlers devoted Christmas
to celebrations at home and piety at church, especially
midnight mass. Achille Bertrand, who arrived in
Superior in 1857, recalled that the service included
three sermons — English, French and Ojibwe.

The Yankee descendants of the Puritans who
arrived in Wisconsin in the early 1800s tried to replace
French customs with English ones. They took a
different tack: they observed Christmas, but didn't
celebrate it (or much of anything else, perhaps). Other
early Christmases in Wisconsin included ritual over-
eating, just as today's does.

German immigrants brought the custom of
decorating a Christmas tree. A German ship captain,
Herman Schuenemann, became affectionately known
as "Captain Santa" because for many years he brought
Christmas trees from northern Wisconsin to Chicago.
His voyage of 1912 was to be his last, however. Fully
loaded with 10,000 trees, his ship, the Rouse
Simmons, encountered a brutal winter storm and
disappeared without a trace; in 1971, its remains were
discovered off the coast of Two Rivers.

By then, many holiday customs were well-
established. Schools held special parties. Describing a
1891 festivity in the kindergarten at Gilbert, in Lincoln
County, the headmaster wrote "Christmas is always a
happy time for the children. During December they
were busy preparing little presents for papa and
mamma, thus learning the lesson of giving. They were
delighted when they saw the tree, and their own work
on it, and their eyes shone bright as Christmas stars at
the sight of the dolls and boats and drums. A bountiful
lunch had been provided, to which they did ample
justice."

In Madison about the same time, a social service
called the Attic Angels issued a fund-raising cookbook
that included Christmas recipes. With the success of
modern department stores at the end of the century,
Christmas shopping became an established annual
event.

It was all downbhill from there. By the 1920s the
obligatory office Christmas party had become part of
the tradition.

From an essay in "Odd Wisconsin Archive."” posted in
Curiosities December 18, 2005.
—Linda Leetch
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1. Call to order
2. Approve minutes of November 19 and December 3, 2007
3. Public Comments: You may address the Board on any item not on the agenda. A discussion item may be
placed on a future agenda. Public comment may be heard on any agenda item marked with an asterisk (*) or at the
discretion of the Town Chair.
4. Approve/disapprove/action

A. *(2007-5) Mark & Joan Acker, 8072 Hillpoint Road, final driveway inspection

5. Discuss/action on Berry Park Committee Policy
6. Approve revised Driveway & Field Road Ordinance 301.1
7. Selection and appointment of Election Officials
8.
9.
1

PC vote 4-0

Reschedule January Town Board meeting due to it falling on Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Discuss/action on Cross Plains Fire District truck purchase/payment
0. Budgetary Matters
A. Payment of bills
B. Purchase of front studded tires for 2004 Plow Truck in 2008
11. Committee reports/Correspondence/Communications
A. Fire Districts
B. EMS Districts
C. Other
12. Discussion of Future Agenda Items
13. Adjourn
Persons requiring additional services to participate in a public meeting should contact the Town Clerk at the Town Hall, 9046
Hwy 19, Mazomanie, WI 53560. 767-4152 twnberry@chorus.net
As of December 17, 2007 the final agenda will be posted on the website and the town’s three posting locations. The board
attempts to finalize the agenda prior to the distribution of the newsletter

GARBAGE PICK-UP SCHEDULE
Monday, Dec 10 - Garbage Only

Monday, Dec 17 - Garbage and Recyclables
Monday, Dec 24 - Garbage Only

Monday, Dec 31 - Garbage and Recyclables
Monday, Jan 7 - Garbage Only

Monday, Jan 14 - Garbage and Recyclables
Monday, Jan 21 - Garbage Only

Monday, Jan 28 - Garbage and Recyclables

WISCONSIN HEIGHTS DEFICIT

DROPS THANKS TO STATE BUDGET

The State’s 07-09 biennial budget was very friendly
to declining enrollment school districts such as Wisconsin
Heights. Under the old law, the one-year deficit for *07-
08 would have been $369,064. Under the new law, it
drops to $155,139. Residents can expect to see their tax
bills increase to fund this reduction. The Heights board
continues to discuss a spring referendum to preserve
programs, services, and facilities.

—Sue Studz

BERRY 2008 EVENTS CALENDAR

ANNOUNCED

Mark your 2008 calendar:
t8 " * Saturday, February 16

*$t ", ( Saturday, May 17
-+ " Saturday, April 19
" +B , "1 Tuesday, April 8

Additionally, a Berry Park “Grand Opening” event
will be held on a Saturday in September (date TBA).

- Berry Communications Committee

+ SNOW REMINDER

Remember to keep turnarounds clear for Town plows
and emergency vehicles. Remember to shovel out
your mailbox, too, but do not plow or shovel snow
onto the town road. It becomes hard like ice and can
damage the Town’s equipment.
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Monday, Dec 10, 7:00 pm

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Center

Monday, Dec 10, 7:00 pm

District 1 EMS, Membership Meeting, Mazomanie Public Safety Building

Monday, Dec 10, 7:30 pm

Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium

Monday, Dec 17, 7:00 pm

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Center

Monday, Dec 17, 7:30 pm

Town Board Meeting

Wednesday, Dec 19, 7:30 pm

Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium

Wednesday, Dec 19, 7:30 pm

Good Neighbor Meeting

Saturday, Dec 22, 7:30 am

Plan Commission Site Visits, on location

0O " % 3

Thursday, Jan 3, 7:30 pm

District 1 EMS, Council Meeting, Mazomanie Public Safety Building

Monday, Jan 7, 7:30 pm

Plan Commission Meeting

Monday, Jan 14, 7:00 pm

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, West Middleton

Monday, Jan 14, 7:00 pm

District 1 EMS, Membership Meeting, Black Earth Fire Station

Monday, Jan 14, 7:30 pm

Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium

Wednesday, Jan 16, 7:30 pm

Good Neighbor Meeting, Town of Middleton Hall

Thursday, Jan 17, 7:00 pm

Communications Committee Meeting

Monday, Jan 21, 7:30 pm

Town Board Meeting

Saturday, Jan 26, 7:30 am

Plan Commission Site Visits, on location

Monday, Jan 28, 7:00 pm

Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Administrative Center

Monday, Jan 28, 7:30 pm

Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium

This calendar is advisory only. Consult the News Sickle Arrow or the 3 legal posting locations for legal notices.
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www . townofberry.org



